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Testimony on battered woman syndrome (BWS), as a widely used self-defense strategy, has been accepted in
all state courts of America. However, courts often hold that expert testimony on the BWS is inadmissible in a
presented evidence where (1) it is irrelevant and immaterial to the issue of whether defendant acted in self-
defense at the time of the battery; (2) the subject of the expert testimony isn't within the understanding of the
jury; (3) the BWS is not sufficiently developed as an accepted scientific knowledge to warrant testimony
under the guise of expertise; and (4) its prejudicial impact outweighs its probative value. For the first time in
the legal scholarship, an attempt was made to use the Grounded Theory Model to analyze narratives and
facts of twelve court holdings on BWS, to reach a facile consistency in defendants' sworn-in motivations on
reasonableness and imminence of danger that made them kill their spouses in self-defense, also to find
correlations between the expert testimonies of BWS, counts of charges, and the verdicts or dispositions
rendered. Through inductive coding of the case narratives and expert testimonies, we then applied the
Mantel-Haenszel method to produce pooled odds ratio of the codes. Kruskal-Wallis statistic was used for the
ranked ordinal data; Poisson regression was used for prediction analysis as to the influence of narratives and
expert testimonies (continuous variables) on the adjudications (dichotomous variable); Pearson linear
correlations were used to find associations between the numerical variables - coded narratives and length of
the sentence in prison. Findings suggest that expert testimony of BWS is admitted in 58.3 % of the holdings.
In 14.3 % of hearings, the conviction is shifted from murder to manslaughter. The average duration of the
battered women's sentence is 12.4 years. The charges are distributed for voluntary manslaughter (25%),
reckless manslaughter (8.3%), possession of the firearms (8.3%), murder of the first or second degrees
(16.7%), attempted murder of the second and third degrees (16.7%), assault of the second and third degrees
(33.3%), kidnapping (8.3%), and breach of peace (8.3%). Expert testimony of BWS is influential when
defendant proves that she reasonably believed that she would be killed at the time of the incidence (relative
risk (RR) 1.75), history of illicit drug or alcohol abuse by the diseased (RR 2.0), the aggressors' (diseased)
former verbal assaults to kill the defendant (RR 2.0), and the aggressor's criminal history (RR 1.4). These
testaments are in substantial component associations with the judgments in favor of the defendant (r-square
0.89-0.91, p<0.005). The Grounded Theory Model proves applicable in evaluating court-visited battered
woman syndrome, and holds promise in facilitating further legal research inclusive for the same-sex
marriages.
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From reader reviews:

James Peters:

The book THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: Perspectives in Criminal Law and Clinical
Psychology can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the good thing like a book THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: Perspectives in Criminal Law
and Clinical Psychology? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: Perspectives in Criminal Law and Clinical
Psychology has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Donnie Matthews:

This THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: Perspectives in Criminal Law and Clinical Psychology is
great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize
word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: Perspectives in
Criminal Law and Clinical Psychology in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right
but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt this?

Thelma Atkins:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: Perspectives in
Criminal Law and Clinical Psychology. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Richard Moultrie:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: Perspectives in Criminal Law and



Clinical Psychology we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative
person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this time book THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: Perspectives in
Criminal Law and Clinical Psychology. You can more inviting than now.
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