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Thank you, our Stalin, for a happy childhood." "Thank you, dear Marshal [Stalin], for our freedom, for our
children's happiness, for life." Between the Russian Revolution and the Cold War, Soviet public culture was
so dominated by the power of the state that slogans like these appeared routinely in newspapers, on posters,
and in government proclamations. In this penetrating historical study, Jeffrey Brooks draws on years of
research into the most influential and widely circulated Russian newspapers--including Pravda, Isvestiia, and
the army paper Red Star--to explain the origins, the nature, and the effects of this unrelenting idealization of
the state, the Communist Party, and the leader.

Brooks shows how, beginning with Lenin, the Communists established a state monopoly of the media that
absorbed literature, art, and science into a stylized and ritualistic public culture--a form of political
performance that became its own reality and excluded other forms of public reflection. He presents and
explains scores of self-congratulatory newspaper articles, including tales of Stalin's supposed achievements
and virtue, accounts of the country's allegedly dynamic economy, and warnings about the decadence and
cruelty of the capitalist West. Brooks pays particular attention to the role of the press in the reconstruction of
the Soviet cultural system to meet the Nazi threat during World War II and in the transformation of national
identity from its early revolutionary internationalism to the ideology of the Cold War. He concludes that the
country's one-sided public discourse and the pervasive idea that citizens owed the leader gratitude for the
"gifts" of goods and services led ultimately to the inability of late Soviet Communism to diagnose its own
ills, prepare alternative policies, and adjust to new realities.

The first historical work to explore the close relationship between language and the implementation of the
Stalinist-Leninist program, Thank You, Comrade Stalin! is a compelling account of Soviet public culture as
reflected through the country's press.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

This Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War (Princeton
Paperbacks) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Thank You,
Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War (Princeton Paperbacks) without we
know teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War (Princeton Paperbacks)
can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from
Revolution to Cold War (Princeton Paperbacks) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Deborah Beaudry:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War
(Princeton Paperbacks) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer involving Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from
Revolution to Cold War (Princeton Paperbacks) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War
(Princeton Paperbacks) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

David Stephenson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is
this Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War (Princeton
Paperbacks).



Alma Brady:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. Thank You, Comrade Stalin!: Soviet Public Culture from Revolution to Cold War (Princeton
Paperbacks) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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