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A staple of American popular culture during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the freak show
seemed to vanish after the Second World War. But as Rachel Adams reveals in Sideshow U.S.A., images of
the freak show, with its combination of the grotesque, the horrific, and the amusing, stubbornly reappeared in
literature and the arts. Freak shows, she contends, have survived because of their capacity for reinvention.
Empty of any inherent meaning, the freak's body becomes a stage for playing out some of the twentieth
century's most pressing social and political concerns, from debates about race, empire, and immigration, to
anxiety about gender, and controversies over taste and public standards of decency.

Sideshow U.S.A. begins by revisiting the terror and fascination the original freak shows provided for their
audiences, as well as exploring the motivations of those who sought fame and profit in the business of human
exhibition. With this history in mind, Adams turns from live entertainment to more mediated forms of
cultural expression: the films of Tod Browning, the photography of Diane Arbus, the criticism of Leslie
Fiedler, and the fiction Carson McCullers, Toni Morrison, and Katherine Dunn. Taken up in these works of
art and literature, the freak serves as a metaphor for fundamental questions about self and other, identity and
difference, and provides a window onto a once vital form of popular culture.

Adams's study concludes with a revealing look at the revival of the freak show as live performance in the
late 1980s and the 1990s. Celebrated by some, the freak show's recent return is less welcome to those who
have traditionally been its victims. At the beginning of a new century, Adams sees it as a form of living
history, a testament to the vibrancy and inventiveness of American popular culture, as well as its capacity for
cruelty and injustice.

"Because of its subject matter, this interesting and complex study is provocative, as well as thought-
provoking."—Virginia Quarterly Review
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

The particular book Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and the American Cultural Imagination has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Cynthia Caron:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and the
American Cultural Imagination publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and the American Cultural Imagination as good book but not only by
the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Carlos Mendoza:

This Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and the American Cultural Imagination is completely new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and the American Cultural Imagination can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Ronald Marinelli:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and
the American Cultural Imagination can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let
me have Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and the American Cultural Imagination.
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