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After World War II, the concept of borders became unsettled, especially after the rise of subaltern and
multicultural studies in the 1980s. Art at the U.S.-Mexico border came to a turning point at the beginning of
that decade with the election of U.S. President Ronald Reagan. Beginning with a political history of the
border, with an emphasis on the Chicano movement and its art production, Ila Sheren explores the forces
behind the shift in thinking about the border in the late twentieth century.

Particularly in the world of visual art, borders have come to represent a space of performance rather than a
geographical boundary, a cultural terrain meant to be negotiated rather than a physical line. From 1980
forward, Sheren argues, the border became portable through performance and conceptual work. This
dematerialization of the physical border after the 1980s worked in two opposite directions—the movement of
border thinking to the rest of the world, as well as the importation of ideas to the border itself. Beginning
with site-specific conceptual artwork of the 1980s, particularly the performances of the Border Art
Workshop/Taller de Arte Fronterizo, Sheren shows how these works reconfigured the border as an active
site. Sheren moves on to examine artists such as Guillermo Gómez-Peña, Coco Fusco, and Marcos Ramirez
"ERRE." Although Sheren places emphasis on the Chicano movement and its art production, this
groundbreaking book suggests possibilities for the expansion of the concept of portability to contemporary
art projects beyond the region.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Richie:

The experience that you get from Portable Borders: Performance Art and Politics on the U.S. Frontera since
1984 (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication In) is a more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but Portable Borders: Performance Art and Politics on the U.S. Frontera
since 1984 (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication In) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Portable Borders: Performance
Art and Politics on the U.S. Frontera since 1984 (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture
Publication In) instantly.

Philip Kirkpatrick:

The reserve untitled Portable Borders: Performance Art and Politics on the U.S. Frontera since 1984 (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication In) is the e-book that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Portable Borders: Performance Art and Politics on the
U.S. Frontera since 1984 (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication In) from the publisher
to make you far more enjoy free time.

Vicki Head:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Portable Borders: Performance Art and Politics on the U.S. Frontera since 1984 (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication In) can be your answer as it can be read by a person
who have those short spare time problems.

Kevin Diaz:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Portable Borders: Performance Art and Politics on the
U.S. Frontera since 1984 (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication In) can give you a lot
of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more



like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Portable Borders: Performance Art and Politics on the U.S.
Frontera since 1984 (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication In).
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