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Good research papers begin with good research proposals. This observation applies to doctoral dissertations,
master’s theses, and even some college term papers. Just as a traveler maps out a route before a trip and a
general develops a strategy before a battle, you need a detailed plan before conducting research. The research
proposal is “a systematic, extended exploration of one’s topic, from statement of the problem all the way
through anticipated analytic procedures” (Sternberg 1981, 73). Because this “exploration” may seem a
daunting task, this guide is for the student writing a research proposal for the first time.
Although this guide focuses on the research proposal, the principles found here apply to the entire research
process, which involves three broad steps. The first is to plan the research and write the research proposal.
The second step is to conduct the research by gathering and analyzing data. And the final step is to write the
research paper, which communicates the results of a completed research project and provides an
interpretation of its findings. In fact, the organization and content of the research proposal in many ways
parallels the final research paper.
A college research proposal serves several purposes. First, it focuses a student on selecting a topic and
starting the project early in the semester. Often, just getting started is the most difficult part of a research
paper. Second, it communicates the research plan to those who must confirm that the intended research
meets the assignment requirements. Proposals have “rescued” many students from pursuing inappropriate or
unfeasible research. Third, a proposal provides a blueprint for the project. By carefully thinking through the
entire research process, the student can conduct the research more easily. The research paper can be no better
than the plan of investigation. Fourth, once the proposal is accepted, it forms a sort of “contract” between
student and teacher. The student is generally assured a passing grade if the research is carried out as
proposed and the final paper meets the standards of writing style and mechanics.
Thus, the research proposal teaches a student to conduct quality research and write good papers. Armed with
an accepted proposal, even one subject to major revisions, a student can begin research in earnest, confident
of being on the right track.
Beyond the classroom, private foundations and government agencies also rely on proposals to decide who
receives research grants and fellowships. So, the ability to design a meaningful and coherent proposal could
pay off monetarily some day.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Avelar:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be A Short Guide to Writing a Research Proposal why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Margaret Gray:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be read. A Short
Guide to Writing a Research Proposal can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual
who have those short spare time problems.

Gary Forsyth:

The book untitled A Short Guide to Writing a Research Proposal contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Lucille Daulton:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Short Guide to Writing a
Research Proposal which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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