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Half a century ago, before the discovery of DNA, the Austrian physicist and philosopher Erwin Schrödinger
inspired a generation of scientists by rephrasing the fascinating philosophical question: What is life? Using
their expansive understanding of recent science to wonderful effect, acclaimed authors Lynn Margulis and
Dorion Sagan revisit this timeless question in a fast-moving, wide-ranging narrative that combines rigorous
science with philosophy, history, and poetry. The authors move deftly across a dazzling array of
topics—from the dynamics of the bacterial realm, to the connection between sex and death, to theories of
spirit and matter. They delve into the origins of life, offering the startling suggestion that life—not just
human life—is free to act and has played an unexpectedly large part in its own evolution. Transcending the
various formal concepts of life, this captivating book offers a unique overview of life’s history, essences, and
future.

Supplementing the text are stunning illustrations that range from the smallest known organism (Mycoplasma
bacteria) to the largest (the biosphere itself). Creatures both strange and familiar enhance the pages of What
Is Life? Their existence prompts readers to reconsider preconceptions not only about life but also about their
own part in it.
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From reader reviews:

Wesley Jerkins:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can do
which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín
de infancia until university need that What Is Life? to read.

Jennifer Mitchell:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you don't
know which one you should start with. This What Is Life? is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robert Alston:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is What Is Life?.

Kimberly Casselman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular What Is Life? can give you a lot
of buddies because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have What Is Life?.
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