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John Locke described the mind as a cabinet; Robert Hooke called it a repository; Joseph Addison imagined a
drawer of medals. Each of these philosophers was an avid collector and curator of books, coins, and cultural
artifacts. It is therefore no coincidence that when they wrote about the mental work of reason and
imagination, they modeled their powers of intellect in terms of collecting, cataloging, and classification.

The Mind Is a Collection approaches seventeenth- and eighteenth-century metaphors of the mind from a
material point of view. Each of the book's six chapters is organized as a series of linked exhibits that speak to
a single aspect of Enlightenment philosophies of mind. From his first chapter, on metaphor, to the last one,
on dispossession, Sean Silver looks at ways that abstract theories referred to cognitive ecologies—systems
crafted to enable certain kinds of thinking, such as libraries, workshops, notebooks, collections, and gardens.
In doing so, he demonstrates the crossings-over of material into ideal, ideal into material, and the ways in
which an idea might repeatedly turn up in an object, or a range of objects might repeatedly stand for an idea.
A brief conclusion examines the afterlife of the metaphor of mind as collection, as it turns up in present-day
cognitive studies. Modern cognitive theory has been applied to the microcomputer, and while the object is
new, the habit is as old as the Enlightenment.

By examining lived environments and embodied habits from 1660 to 1800, Silver demonstrates that the
philosophical dualism that separated mind from body and idea from thing was inextricably established
through active engagement with crafted ecologies.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Mind Is
a Collection: Case Studies in Eighteenth-Century Thought (Material Texts). All type of book are you able to
see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Brandi Anderson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is The Mind Is a Collection: Case Studies in Eighteenth-Century Thought (Material
Texts).

Jennifer Ruiz:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Mind Is a Collection:
Case Studies in Eighteenth-Century Thought (Material Texts) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Keith Vanwagoner:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Mind Is a Collection: Case
Studies in Eighteenth-Century Thought (Material Texts) to make your reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Mind Is a Collection: Case Studies in
Eighteenth-Century Thought (Material Texts) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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