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Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award

The Hairstons is the extraordinary story of the largest family in America, the Hairston clan. With several
thousand black and white members, the Hairstons share a complex and compelling history: divided in the
time of slavery, they have come to embrace their past as one family.

The black family's story is most exceptional. It is the account of the rise of a remarkable people?the children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren of slaves?who took their rightful place in mainstream America.

In contrast, it has been the fate of the white family?once one of the wealthiest in America?to endure the
decline and fall of the Old South, and to become an apparent metaphor for that demise. But the family's fall
from grace is only part of the tale. Beneath the surface lay a hidden history?the history of slavery's curse and
how that curse plagued slaveholders for generations.

For the past seven years, journalist Wiencek has listened raptly to the tales of hundreds of Hairston relatives,
including the aging scions of both the white and black clans. He has crisscrossed the old plantation country
in Virginia, North Carolina, and Mississippi to seek out the descendants of slaves. Visiting family reunions,
interviewing family members, and exploring old plantations, Wiencek combs the far-reaching branches of
the Hairston family tree to gather anecdotes from members about their ancestors and piece together a family
history that involves the experiences of both plantation owners and their slaves. He expertly weaves the
Hairstons' stories from all sides of historical events like slave emancipation, Reconstruction, school
segregation, and lynching.

Paradoxically, Wiencek demonstrates that these families found that the way to come to terms with the past
was to embrace it, and this lyrical work, a parable of redemption, may in the end serve as a vital contribution
to our nation's attempt to undo the twisted historical legacy of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

The book The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White? A number of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White has simple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rose Cotner:

The event that you get from The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White is a more deep you
digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone
who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and
White instantly.

Christina Epp:

This The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Robert Rascoe:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Hairstons: An American
Family in Black and White as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how



the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes The Hairstons: An American Family in Black and White to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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