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At the height of the Enlightenment, four conservatories in Naples stood at the center of European
composition. Maestros taught their students to compose with unprecedented swiftness and elegance using the
partimento, an instructional tool derived from the basso continuo that encouraged improvisation as the path
to musical fluency. Although the practice vanished in the early nineteenth century, its legacy lived on in the
music of the next generation. In The Art of Partimento, performer and music-historian Giorgio Sanguinetti
chronicles the history of this long-forgotten Neapolitan art. Sanguinetti has painstakingly reconstructed the
oral tradition that accompanied these partimento manuscripts, now scattered throughout Europe. Beginning
with the origins of the partimento in the circles of Corelli, Pasquini, and Alessandro Scarlatti in Rome and
tracing it through the peak of the tradition in Naples, The Art of Partimento gives a glimpse into the daily life
and work of an eighteenth century composer.

The Art of the Partimento is also a complete practical handbook to reviving the tradition today. Step by step,
Sanguinetti guides the aspiring composer through elementary realization to more advanced exercises in
diminution, imitation, and motivic coherence. Based on the teachings of the original masters, Sanguinetti
challenges the reader to become a part of history, providing a variety of original partimenti in a range of
genres, forms, styles, and difficulty levels along the way and allowing the student to learn the art of the
partimento for themselves at their own pace.

As both history and practical guide, The Art of Partimento presents a new and innovative way of thinking
about music theory. Sanguinetti's unique approach unites musicology and music theory with performance,
which allows for a richer and deeper understanding than any one method alone, and offers students and
scholars of composition and music theory the opportunity not only to understand the life of this fascinating
tradition, but to participate in it as well.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Kennedy:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Art of Partimento:
History, Theory, and Practice? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Lori Thomas:

The particular book The Art of Partimento: History, Theory, and Practice will bring you to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Art of Partimento: History, Theory, and
Practice is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Arthur Pineda:

This The Art of Partimento: History, Theory, and Practice is great publication for you because the content
that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Art of Partimento: History, Theory, and Practice in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this
guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Richard Pascual:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve The Art of Partimento: History, Theory, and Practice was filled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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