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When Arthur Gochman filed a class-action suit in 1968 on behalf of San Antonio school children, he and his
clients were directly challenging the inequality of education funding in Texas. They argued that quality
education, not merely basic schooling, was a constitutional right, and a district court agreed. But the
Supreme Court overruled that decision, signaling a halt to the idea that the Constitution contained a right to
an equal education and marking an important transition from the Warren to the Burger Court.

Paul Sracic assesses the impact of this 5-4 decision to explore the legacy of a landmark case, telling the story
of the Supreme Court and school finance in a new way. His is the first book to consider Rodriguez, tracing
its progress from inception through appeal to provide a fascinating account of the legal maneuvering of the
two sides-and a lesson in the limits of judicial solutions to discrimination in education.

Balanced and judicious in his assessment, Sracic brings together the varied strands-oral history, litigation,
constitutional law, political context-in this complex case, while clarifying the positions on both sides of the
conflict. Justice Lewis Powell argued that education was not a constitutionally protected right and that the
Equal Protection Clause does not require absolute equality or precisely equal advantages, while dissenting
Justice Thurgood Marshall called the decision a retreat from America's commitment to equal opportunity that
denigrated Brown v. Board of Education.

Although Powell's and Marshall's opinions have been documented, until now little has been written about the
history behind the case. Sracic puts a human face on the account. Among other things, he interviewed
Demetrio Rodriguez, the parent whose name headlined the original suit, along with several students involved
in the case. He also delved into Justice Powell's papers to show the influence of his prior experience
championing local rather than state control over education and his fear of centralization's potential constraint
on states' rights.

In the wake of Rodriguez, the issue of school funding acquired a much higher national profile, even as efforts
to reform it struggled towards varied degrees of success in Texas and many other states. Sracic's very
readable account unravels the complex legal doctrine links this vitally important case to the Fourteenth
Amendment's guarantee of equal protection and argues that one cannot fully grasp the scope of that
amendment without fully understanding Rodriguez.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Daves:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book San Antonio v. Rodriguez and the
Pursuit of Equal Education: The Debate over Discrimination and School Funding (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Barbara Saddler:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline San Antonio v.
Rodriguez and the Pursuit of Equal Education: The Debate over Discrimination and School Funding
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in
this era. The particular book untitled San Antonio v. Rodriguez and the Pursuit of Equal Education: The
Debate over Discrimination and School Funding (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)is one of
several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Gerald Allen:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled San Antonio v. Rodriguez and the Pursuit of Equal
Education: The Debate over Discrimination and School Funding (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what



kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The San Antonio v. Rodriguez and the Pursuit of Equal Education: The Debate over
Discrimination and School Funding (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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