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In this warm and affectionate book, William Zinsser, author of the best-selling classic On Writing Well,
describes his lifelong love affair with American popular song and the American musical theater. These are
the words and melodies that are as familiar to us as the flag, so firmly ensconced in our mental topographies
that they have become part of our standard literature, songs adopted and adapted by generations of
performers, jazz singers, and musicians, deeply lodged in the memory of everyone who has ever heard them.

All the Things You Are, Star Dust, Over the Rainbow, Laura, Stormy Weather, Some Enchanted Evening,
Someone to Watch Over Me, My Funny Valentine the tunes are as "easy to remember" as breathing, but how
were they written? What stars and what shows were they written for? Who were the men and women who
wrote them? What makes the songs so good? Zinsser answers these questions. Starting with Show Boat in
1927, he provides a comprehensive overview, telling his story through the lives and careers of the great
composers and lyricists: Jerome Kern, Oscar Hammerstein, George and Ira Gershwin, Rodgers & Hart,
Irving Berlin, Harold Arlen, Cole Porter, Dorothy Fields, Hoagy Carmichael, Johnny Mercer, Harry Warren,
Jule Styne, Frank Loesser, Stephen Sondheim, and many more.

Zinsser writes from an intimate knowledge of the songs, as a scholar of the American musical theater, and as
a pianist-performer himself. The result is a book unlike any other in its authority, insight, and detail. Written
with the author's usual elegance and humor, supported by lyrics that instantly bring back the songs and their
emotional associations, Easy to Remember is handsomely illustrated with rare photographs of the
songwriters and with sheet music covers of the songs they wrote one of America's gaudiest forms of poster
art. With indices, song lists, and an extensive bibliography for show-tune aficionados, this is going to be the
standard bedside reference for anyone who has ever found themselves seduced by this great American art
form.
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From reader reviews:

Travis McDonald:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters
and Their Songs will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with
you?

Juana Rummel:

Here thing why this kind of Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters and Their Songs are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Easy to Remember: The Great American
Songwriters and Their Songs giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters
and Their Songs. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened
in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters and Their Songs in e-book can be
your substitute.

Barbara Watson:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is definitely Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters and Their
Songs. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Meghan Drucker:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book Easy
to Remember: The Great American Songwriters and Their Songs we can consider more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Easy to Remember: The



Great American Songwriters and Their Songs. You can more attractive than now.
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