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For three years, Ruth E. Ray visited and participated in eight writing groups at six senior centers in inner-city
and suburban Detroit, looking for ways in which the elderly fashion their memories through personal
narrative. Her innovative book involves the reader in the construction of life stories as a richly rewarding and
highly social process that often reveals the types of relationships that dominate the lives of group members,
the majority of whom are women.

Because Ray wrote and responded herself and shares her anxiety and triumph in presenting her writing to
women old enough to be her mother, some of a different race and class, Beyond Nostalgia is an excellent
primer for professionals working with diverse groups in a variety of settings. It is also an important
contribution to the emerging field of feminist gerontology. Ray's book demonstrates its own thesis that the
presentation and negotiation of life stories in writing groups initiates change and personal growth among
older people.

Drawing on personal observations, the give-and-take of meeting conversations, lengthy interviews, and the
life stories themselves, Ray tells a story of adult development through personal narrative. She recreates the
group process through which age peers begin to articulate what life means, both individually and
collectively. The writing groups of older adults that Ray studied challenged their members to consider not
just cultural influences, but generational effects on the evolving content and structure of their life stories.

Age, Ray argues, has been largely ignored by feminists and she makes a strong case for the need to learn
how women make meaning of their lives across the life span. As an important document and analysis of that
process, Beyond Nostalgia should appeal to academics and practitioners in women's studies, composition
studies, gerontology, developmental psyschology, sociology, social work, and linguistics, and to anyone who
works with older people.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Gonsalves:

Why? Because this Beyond Nostalgia (Age Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Rosa Reid:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Beyond Nostalgia
(Age Studies), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Jerry Smith:

The book untitled Beyond Nostalgia (Age Studies) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Donald Sigman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Beyond
Nostalgia (Age Studies) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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