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Secret Dialogues uncovers an unexpected development in modern Latin American history: the existence of
secret talks between generals and Roman Catholic bishops at the height of Brazil's military dictatorship.
During the brutal term of Emílio Garrastazú Médici, the Catholic Church became famous for its
progressivism. However, new archival sources demonstrate that the church also sought to retain its privileges
and influence by exploring a potential alliance with the military. From 1970 to 1974 the secret Bipartite
Commission worked to resolve church-state conflict and to define the boundary between social activism and
subversion. As the bishops increasingly made defense of human rights their top pastoral and political goal,
the Bipartite became an important forum of protest against torture and social injustice. Based on more than
60 interviews and primary sources from three continents, Secret Dialogues is a major addition to the
historical narrative of the most violent yet, ironically, the least studied period of the Brazilian military
regime. Its story is intertwined with the central themes of the era: revolutionary warfare, repression,
censorship, the fight for democracy, and the conflict between Catholic notions of social justice and the
anticommunist Doctrine of National Security.

Secret Dialogues is the first book of its kind on the contemporary Catholic Church in any Latin American
country, for most work in this field is devoid of primary documentary research. Serbin questions key
assumptions about church-state conflict such as the typical conservative-progressive dichotomy and the
notion of church-state rupture during harsh authoritarian periods. Secret Dialogues is written for
undergraduate and graduate students, professional scholars, and the general reader interested in Brazil, Latin
America, military dictatorship, human rights, and the relationship between religion and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Sheldon McLean:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Secret Dialogues (Pitt Latin American Series).

Leonel Burton:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Secret Dialogues (Pitt Latin American Series).

Paul Williams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Secret Dialogues (Pitt Latin American Series) why because the great
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Robert Barker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Secret Dialogues (Pitt Latin American Series).
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