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How did the constitutional framers envision the role of religion in American public life? Did they think that
the government had the right to advance or support religion and religious activities? Or did they believe that
the two realms should remain forever separate? Throughout American history, scholars, Supreme Court
justices, and members of the American public have debated these questions. The debate continues to have
significance in the present day, especially in regard to public schools, government aid to sectarian education,
and the use of public property for religious symbols.
In this book, Derek Hamilton Davis offers the first comprehensive examination of the role of religion in the
proceedings, theories, ideas, and goals of the Continental Congress. Those who argue that the United States
was founded as a "Christian Nation" have made much of the religiosity of the founders, particularly as it was
manifested in the ritual invocations of a clearly Christian God as well as in the adoption of practices such as
government-sanctioned days of fasting and thanksgiving, prayers and preaching before legislative bodies,
and the appointments of chaplains to the Army. Davis looks at the fifteen-year experience of the Continental
Congress (1774-1789) and arrives at a contrary conclusion: namely, that the revolutionaries did not seek to
entrench religion in the federal state. Congress's religious activities, he shows, expressed a genuine but often
unreflective popular piety. Indeed, the whole point of the revolution was to distinguish society, the people in
its sovereign majesty, from its government. A religious people would jealously guard its own sovereignty
and the sovereignty of God by preventing republican rulers from pretending to any authority over religion.
The idea that a modern nation could be premised on expressly theological foundations, Davis argues, was
utterly antithetical to the thinking of most revolutionaries.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

This Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in
America) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789:
Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) without we realize teach the one who reading through
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Religion and the Continental Congress,
1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) can bring whenever you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in
America) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Jeffrey Spencer:

This Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in
America) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Religion and the Continental Congress,
1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Dolores Crook:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Religion and the Continental Congress,
1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) can be the response, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Richard Byrnes:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social



just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in
America) when you desired it?
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