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From mad-cow disease and E. coli-tainted spinach in the food supply to anthrax scares and fears of a bird flu
pandemic, national health threats are a perennial fact of American life. Yet not all crises receive the level of
attention they seem to merit. The marked contrast between the U.S. government’s rapid response to the
anthrax outbreak of 2001 and years of federal inaction on the spread of AIDS among gay men and
intravenous drug users underscores the influence of politics and public attitudes in shaping the nation’s
response to health threats. In Disease Prevention as Social Change, sociologist Constance Nathanson argues
that public health is inherently political, and explores the social struggles behind public health interventions
by the governments of four industrialized democracies.

Nathanson shows how public health policies emerge out of battles over power and ideology, in which social
reformers clash with powerful interests, from dairy farmers to tobacco lobbyists to the Catholic Church.
Comparing the history of four public health dilemmas—tuberculosis and infant mortality at the turn of the
last century, and more recently smoking and AIDS—in the United States, France, Britain, and Canada,
Nathanson examines the cultural and institutional factors that shaped reform movements and led each
government to respond differently to the same health challenges. She finds that concentrated political power
is no guarantee of government intervention in the public health domain. France, an archetypical strong state,
has consistently been decades behind other industrialized countries in implementing public health measures,
in part because political centralization has afforded little opportunity for the development of grassroots
health reform movements. In contrast, less government centralization in America has led to unusually active
citizen-based social movements that campaigned effectively to reduce infant mortality and restrict smoking.
Public perceptions of health risks are also shaped by politics, not just science. Infant mortality crusades took
off in the late nineteenth century not because of any sudden rise in infant mortality rates, but because of elite
anxieties about the quantity and quality of working-class populations. Disease Prevention as Social Change
also documents how culture and hierarchies of race, class, and gender have affected governmental
action—and inaction—against particular diseases.

Informed by extensive historical research and contemporary fieldwork, Disease Prevention as Social Change
weaves compelling narratives of the political and social movements behind modern public health policies.
By comparing the vastly different outcomes of these movements in different historical and cultural contexts,
this path-breaking book advances our knowledge of the conditions in which social activists can succeed in
battles over public health.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Arwood:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Disease Prevention as
Social Change: The State, Society, and Public Health in the United States, France, Great Britain, and Canada
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

James Reed:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Disease
Prevention as Social Change: The State, Society, and Public Health in the United States, France, Great
Britain, and Canada suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Disease Prevention as Social Change: The State, Society, and Public Health in the United States,
France, Great Britain, and Canadais one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Eldon Hall:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Disease Prevention as Social Change:
The State, Society, and Public Health in the United States, France, Great Britain, and Canada, you may enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Donna Wright:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Disease Prevention as Social Change: The State,
Society, and Public Health in the United States, France, Great Britain, and Canada or perhaps others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping



them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Disease
Prevention as Social Change: The State, Society, and Public Health in the United States, France, Great
Britain, and Canada to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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