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The claim, often made, that India--uniquely among civilizations--lacks historical writing distracts us from a
more pertinent question, according to Romila Thapar: how to recognize the historical sense of societies
whose past is recorded in ways very different from European conventions. In The Past Before Us, a
distinguished scholar of ancient India guides us through a panoramic survey of the historical traditions of
North India. Thapar reveals a deep and sophisticated consciousness of history embedded in the diverse body
of classical Indian literature.

The history recorded in such texts as the Ramayana and the Mahabharata is less concerned with
authenticating persons and events than with presenting a picture of traditions striving to retain legitimacy and
continuity amid social change. Spanning an epoch of nearly twenty-five hundred years, from 1000 BCE to
1400 CE, Thapar delineates three distinct historical traditions: an Itihasa-Purana tradition of Brahman
authors; a tradition composed mainly by Buddhist and Jaina scholars; and a popular bardic tradition. The
Vedic corpus, the epics, the Buddhist canon and monastic chronicles, inscriptions, regional accounts, and
royal biographies and dramas are all scrutinized afresh--not as sources to be mined for factual data but as
genres that disclose how Indians of ancient times represented their own past to themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Jodie Kahl:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Past Before Us:
Historical Traditions of Early North India is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Maritza Kress:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Past Before Us:
Historical Traditions of Early North India suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer
in this era. The actual book untitled The Past Before Us: Historical Traditions of Early North Indiais one of
several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Timothy Holeman:

You can obtain this The Past Before Us: Historical Traditions of Early North India by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Kaye Reynolds:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Past Before Us: Historical Traditions of Early
North India or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes The Past Before Us: Historical Traditions of Early North India to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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