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For most of literary history, personal confessions about illness were considered too intimate to share
publicly. By the mid-twentieth century, however, a series of events set the stage for the emergence of the
illness narrative. The increase of chronic disease, the transformation of medicine into big business, the
women’s health movement, the AIDS/HIV pandemic, the advent of inexpensive paperbacks, and the rise of
self-publishing all contributed to the proliferation of narratives about encounters with medicine and
mortality.
      While the illness narrative is now a staple of the publishing industry, the genre itself has posed a problem
for literary studies. What is the role of criticism in relation to personal accounts of suffering? Can these
narratives be judged on aesthetic grounds? Are they a collective expression of the lost intimacy of the
patient-doctor relationship? Is their function thus instrumental—to elicit the reader’s empathy?
      To answer these questions, Ann Jurecic turns to major works on pain and suffering by Susan Sontag,
Elaine Scarry, and Eve Sedgwick and reads these alongside illness narratives by Jean-Dominique Bauby,
Reynolds Price, and Anne Fadiman, among others. In the process, she defines the subgenres of risk and pain
narratives and explores a range of critical responses guided, alternately, by narrative empathy, the
hermeneutics of suspicion, and the practice of reparative reading.
       Illness as Narrative seeks to draw wider attention to this form of life writing and to argue for new
approaches to both literary criticism and teaching narrative. Jurecic calls for a practice that’s both
compassionate and critical. She asks that we consider why writers compose stories of illness, how readers
receive them, and how both use these narratives to make meaning of human fragility and mortality.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Myers:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day long to reading a e-book. The book Illness as Narrative (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Jeffrey Stampley:

The reason why? Because this Illness as Narrative (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lisa Phelps:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Illness as Narrative (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

Terry Speller:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Illness as Narrative (Pitt Comp
Literacy Culture) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Illness as Narrative (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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