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The romance novel has the strange distinction of being the most popular but least respected of literary
genres. While it remains consistently dominant in bookstores and on best-seller lists, it is also widely
dismissed by the critical community. Scholars have alleged that romance novels help create subservient
readers, who are largely women, by confining heroines to stories that ignore issues other than love and
marriage. Pamela Regis argues that such critical studies fail to take into consideration the personal choice of
readers, offer any true definition of the romance novel, or discuss the nature and scope of the genre.
Presenting the counterclaim that the romance novel does not enslave women but, on the contrary, is about
celebrating freedom and joy, Regis offers a definition that provides critics with an expanded vocabulary for
discussing a genre that is both classic and contemporary, sexy and entertaining. Taking the stance that the
popular romance novel is a work of literature with a brilliant pedigree, Regis asserts that it is also a very old,
stable form. She traces the literary history of the romance novel from canonical works such as Richardson's
Pamela through Austen's Pride and Prejudice, Bronte's Jane Eyre, and E. M. Hull's The Sheik, and then turns
to more contemporary works such as the novels of Georgette Heyer, Mary Stewart, Janet Dailey, Jayne Ann
Krentz, and Nora Roberts.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Young:

[(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)] [Author: Pamela Regis] published on (May, 2007) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)] [Author: Pamela Regis]
published on (May, 2007) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Janet Kline:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)]
[Author: Pamela Regis] published on (May, 2007) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Debra Brunette:

Beside this [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)] [Author: Pamela Regis] published on (May, 2007)
in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)]
[Author: Pamela Regis] published on (May, 2007) because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Elaine Jenkins:

You can find this [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)] [Author: Pamela Regis] published on (May,
2007) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.



Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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